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Decree No. (61) of 2021 establishing the General Sports Authority 


We Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa King of the Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Having reviewed the Constitution; 
Legislative Decree No. (5) of 1983 amending Emiri Decree No. (2) of 1975 establishing a Supreme Council for Youth and Sports, as amended; 
Law of Associations, Social and Cultural Clubs, Private Bodies Working in the Field of Youth and Sports and Private Institutions promulgated by the Legislative Decree No. (21) of 1989, as amended; 
Law No. (27) of 2010 regarding the Leave During the Period of Preparation and Participation in Sports Games and Tournaments; 
Civil Service Law promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (48) of 2010, as amended; 
And Decree No. (17) of 2019 on the Reorganization of the Ministry of Youth and Sport Affairs; 
And upon the submission of the Prime Minister; 
And after the approval of the Council of Ministers, 
Hereby Decree the following: 
Article (1) 
In applying the provisions of this Decree, the following words and expressions shall have the meanings assigned to them below, unless the context requires otherwise: 
Kingdom: The Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Authority: The General Sports Authority established under the provisions of this Decree. 
Minister: The Minister concerned with Sports Affairs. 
Board: The Authority’s Board of Directors. 
President: The President of the Board of Directors of the Authority. 
Article (2) 
An authority named (General Sports Authority) shall be established, under the supervision of the Supreme Council for Youth and Sports. 
The minister shall be responsible before the Council of Ministers and the legislative authority for the Authority. 
Article (3) 
A decree shall be issued for the organization of the Authority. 
Article (4) 
The Authority shall directly undertake the following tasks and responsibilities: 
1- Approving the establishment of sports clubs and organizations, and registering and recording them. 
2- Registering sports federations. 
3- Proposing and implementing sports plans, projects, programs and services. 
4- Supervising activities and organizing operations in sports clubs and organizations. 
5- Providing subsidies to private entities operating in the field of sports. 
6- Exercising administrative and financial control over sports clubs and organizations. 
7- Exercising financial control over sports federations within the limits of the government subsidies provided to them. 
8- Approving applications for sports leaves. 
Article (5) 
The authority shall exercise the delegated competencies of the competent administrative authority in accordance with the provisions of the Law of Associations, Social and Cultural Clubs, Private Bodies Working in the Field of Youth and Sports and Private Institutions, promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (21) of 1989, within the limits of the tasks and competencies outlined in Article (4) of this Decree. 
The President shall exercise the delegated competencies of the competent minister in accordance with the provisions of the Law of Associations, Social and Cultural Clubs, Private Bodies Working in the Field of Youth and Sports and Private Institutions, promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (21) of 1989, within the limits of the competencies outlined in Article (4) of this Decree. Additionally, he shall exercise the delegated competencies of the Minister concerned with Youth and Sports Affairs under Law No. (27) of 2010 regarding the Leave During the Period of Preparation and Participation in Sports Games and Tournaments. 
Article (6) 
The authority shall have a board of directors consisting of no more than nine members, including the President, his deputy and the Minister. A decree shall be issued to form the board based on the nomination of the President of the Supreme Council for Youth and Sports, and the membership term shall be four renewable years for similar periods. 
If any board member's position becomes vacant for any reason, a replacement shall be appointed by the same means, and the new member shall complete the remaining term of their predecessor. 
The remuneration of the President and members of the board shall be determined by a decision of the Council of Ministers. 
Article (7) 
The board shall be considered the highest authority responsible for formulating the general policy pursued by the Authority, under the supervision of the Supreme Council for Youth and Sports. The board may make appropriate decisions and take actions to achieve its objectives in accordance with the provisions of this Decree, the laws and regulations. 
Article (8) 
Meetings of the board shall be convened upon the invitation of its President at the time and place determined by him. 
The board may invite the Chief Executive Officer to attend its meetings without the right to vote. 
The President shall oversee the affairs of the Authority and ensure its proper functioning. 
The President shall issue regulations governing the work of the board and all matters related to its affairs. 
Article (9) 
The authority shall have a Chief Executive Officer appointed by a decree, based on the board's nomination and the recommendation of the President of the Supreme Council for Youth and Sports. 
Article (10) 
The Chief Executive Officer shall represent the Authority before the judiciary and in its relations with third parties. 
The Chief Executive Officer shall assume technical, administrative and financial responsibilities of the Authority and any other tasks assigned by the Board. His powers and responsibilities shall be determined according to the regulations, rules and decisions of the Authority. 
The Chief Executive Officer shall be accountable before the Board for the functioning of the Authority in accordance with the provisions of this Decree, regulations and the decisions issued in implementation thereof. 
In the event of a vacancy in the position of Chief Executive Officer for any reason whatsoever, the Board shall issue a decision to appoint a temporary replacement from among its members or from among the Authority's employees. 
Article (11) 
All employees of the Control and Audit Department, the Legal Affairs and Licensing Department in the Ministry shall be transferred to the Authority, along with their rights and job benefits, in accordance with the regulations of the Authority. 
The provisions of the Civil Service Law promulgated by Legislative Decree No. (48) of 2010, and its Implementing Regulation as well as the provisions of Law No. (13) of 1975 regarding the Regulation of Pensions and Retirement Gratuities for Government Employees shall apply to employees of the Authority. 
The funds allocated in the general state budget for the control and licensing sector at the Ministry of Youth and Sports shall be transferred to the Authority. 
Article (12) 
The authority shall have sufficient financial resources to enable it to perform its tasks. These resources shall consist of: 
1- Financial allocations allocated to the Authority within the budget of the Supreme Council for Youth and Sports. 
2- Revenues from the fees and charges for services provided by the Authority. 
3- Grants, subsidies, donations, gifts, bequests and waqf that the Authority decides to accept, in accordance with the laws and regulations applicable in this regard. 
Article (13) 
The Prime Minister and the ministers - each within his jurisdiction - shall implement the provisions of this Decree, and it shall come into force from the day following the date of its publication in the Official Gazette. 
King of Kingdom of Bahrain 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
Prime Minister 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
Issued at Riffa Palace: 
On: 23 Ramadan 1442 A.H. 
Corresponding to: 5 May 2021 
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